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which I preachedat Sr. Mary's Oxon, as 
| mentioned in the Title Page, in which 
are only omitted ſome Arguments, and a few 
others added, with reſpect to the End and the 
Perſons for whole ſakes I, at laſt, have printed 
it. What is printed (including this Preface) is 
intended to give ſuch young Perſons as may hap- 
pen to read it, a ſuccinct, but yet, I hope, ſuffi- 
ciently comprehenſive View of the Arian Con- 
troverſy; to exhibit to them the Sources from 
whence the Arians derive their ObjeCtions 
trom Scripture, againſt our Lord's Divinity ; 
to obviate thoſe Objections; and to furniſh 
their Underſtandings with true and eaſy Solu- 
tions of them; that ſo I may, if poſſible, con- 
tribute to their being better fortified againſt the 


HE following Diſcourſe is the ſame 


cunning Craft of ſome, who he in wait to en- 


ſnare and decezve, and have deceived, and do 
- deceive too many unfurniſh'd Minds. I look on 
a late Performance, entitled, Memoirs of the Life 

and Writings of Mr William Whiſton, as but too 
likely to do Hurt to ſome ſuch on this Head, 
and that ſome ſpeedy Antidote is requiſite, and 
may do Service againſt it, And therefore, in 

more effectual Purſuance of this End, to the 
| beſt of my mean Abilities, I will beg leave to 


' Premiſe a few Things here concerning this 
Author and hi, Performance. 


A 2 Mr, 
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Mr. Whiflon has the Character of, and, I 
make no Doubt, 1s not only a very learned and 
ingenious, but a very ſincere good Man: Nor 
ought he (certainly) to be blamed, but on the 
contrary highly to be commended, for endea- 
vouring by all lawful Methods, in his Power, 
to promote that which he eſteems to be true 
Chriſtianity, Only I could wiſh his laudable 
Zeal for this End had not tranſported him 
without the Bounds, I do not ſay of Candor, 
and Charity, but of Juſtice towards many very 
eminent Names he makes fo extravagantly 
free with: By which he propoſes, I doubt not, 
to abate of the Prejudices which, he is afraid, 
might otherwiſe lye on their account againſt 
| his Opinion of our Saviour, and to give Credit 
| to it; which I the more willingly remark, be- 
cauſe to impute his licentious Cenſures to this 
| 
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Motive, is the moſt favourable Conſtruction 


that can be put upon them. 
I think I may without any breach of Good 


| 
| Manners, or tranſgreſſing the Rules of Charity 
1 0 towards Mr. Vhiſton, obſerve that he appears 
10 to be a very rare and uncommonly happy Man 
1 in his own Opinion. In the fourth Century, 
| the ſame Age in which the Nicene Council was 
Iſl. held, it ſeems plainly to have been a ruled 
till: Point, in the real Conviction both of thoſe 
11 who believed our Lord's Divinity, and of thoſe 
| who did not, that the Antenicene Fathers were 


clearly, and undeniably of the ſame Faith with 


ah!!! the former, and the Athanaſians as Mr, Whiſton 
1 | ſtyles them: For theſe offered and engaged to 


I put 


3 


put the Trial of their Cauſe on this Iflue, and 


the 4rians declined, and durſt not accept their 
Challenge. But both were miſerably deceived 
in this Matter, if we will believe Mr. V hiſton, 
who reſts fully ſatisfied in his own Opinion, 
(againſt the united Teſtimony of all, both the 
Friends and Enemies to our Lord's Divinity, 
given on a remarkable Occaſion, at a Time 
when very many more ancient Writings were 
in their Hands, than are now extant) that the 
Antenicene Fathers were on his Side of the Que- 
ſtion, and did not maintain our Saviour to be the 
true God, Very remarkable truly! But yet it is 
not ſo ſtrange as that which follows. Mr. hiſton 
ſeems completely confident, that the Nicene 
Council decreed that Faith concerning our Sa- 
viour's Divinity, which he holds and defends, 
though if this be true, it 1s certain that this 
their Decree was not rightly underſtood by any 
body in thoſe Times but Euſebius (Cefarienſis.) 
All the reſt of this venerable Aſſembly, both 
the vaſtly great Majority who conſented to, 
and acquieſced in its mentioned Decree, and 
the very few Reclaimants who oppoſed their 


Voice againſt it, intirely milapprehended it. 


By Mr. V hiſton's own declared Opinion, not 
long after the paſiing of this Decree all the 
Paſtors of the Church, and the Church ſeparated 
and divided into almoſt all Athanafians, and 
a. very few Arians, both of whom were 


quite beſide the Cuſhion, and wide of the 
| Mark; the true, and the Nicene Faith ly- 


ing 
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ing concealed in the middle between the twc 
Extremes, and at a very great Diſtance from 
them, In many Things Mr. V biſton is a 
Proteſtant, in ſome a Papiſt. In many Points 
he agrees with the Eſtabliſhed Church of Eng- 
land, in many with Diſſenters from its Com- 
munion. His true and ſimple Chriſtianity 
which was delivered by our Lord to his A- 
poſtles, and by them tranſmitted to his Church, 
is a Mixture of Ingredients, extracted from 
the ſeveral Religions that have exiſted, and 
do exiſt, in ancient, and modern Times, in 
theſe Parts where we live, and all over the 
World; which have all ſome Things that are 
Tight in them, and many which are very 
wrong and erroneous. Mr. Vhiſton ſeems to 
have a peculiar, and ſtrong Antipathy againſt 
Athanaſius, and his very Name. I cannot but 
wonder that he ſhould: for agreeing in ſome 
great Circumſtance is very conciliative of 
Affection and Regard between the Perſons ſo 
agreeing. And what was faid of Athanaſius, 
by a very high, but natural Hyperbo/e, (when 
vileScandals, and falſe Accuſations, and wicked 
Judgmentsof corrupt, and packed Judges, had 
depreſſed his Cauſe, by oppreſſing his Perſon) 
Athanaſius againſt all the World, and all the 
World againſt Athanaſius, is literally true of 
Mr. /h:/!on, with whom, I am well informed, 
there is no Soul that will join Communion, 
though the ingenious and humane Mr. Foſter 
does indeed permit him to partake with him, 
to Mr. Whi/ton's great Comfort. 

| After 
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Aſter all, I do not affirm that it is impoſ- 
Able but that Mr. Vbiſton's Religion may not 
be Whim and Caprice, but the only true one 
in the World; but I think it is very impro- 
bable it ſhould; and that what hath been ſaid 
is more than a ſufficient Counterpoiſe to the 
Weight of Authority with reſpect to our Sa- 


viour's Divinity, which Mr. #h:/ton labours 


to draw into his Scale, and rob the oppoſite 
one of, at the Expence of ſo. much Chriſtian 


Charity, and common Humanity. 


Mr. Whiſton does not believe that our Sa- 
viour conſiſted of an human Mind, but that 
that Nature with which he deſcended from 
Heaven was the only Nr in him. With all 
his Singularities of Opinion, in Philoſophy, 
and Divinity, he hath ſuch juſt and worthy 
Notions of the Godhead, that he muſt needs 
allow this Opinion to be highly abſurd and 
blaſphemous, in conſequence of what is al- 


ledged to this Purpoſe from Scripture under 


the firſt Head of the enſuing Diſcourſe, if 


our Saviour be the true and ſupreme God. 


Now that there is only one God, is clear 
both in the Old, and New Teſtament; and there- 
fore if it he clear from the latter that our Sa- 
viour is God, he is the one true God, that ne- 


ceſſarily exiſtent Being who is ſupreme over all 


others, and on whom all others depend. Our 


Proofs from the New Te/tament that our Sa- 


viour is God, and the ſame God with the Fa- 
ther, are many and various. I will very briefly 
barely mention ſome of the principal of them. 
n He 
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He is expreſsly ſtyled God; God over all; he 
is no dependent Being, or Creature, for what- 
ſoever was made, he made. It is plain both 
from Reaſon and Scripture, that the Creation 
of the World is the Work of God; otherwiſe 
the inviſible Things of him from the Creation 
of the World would not be clearly ſeen, being 
underſfiood by the Things that are made; even 
his eternal Power and Godbead. And there- 
fore the Author of the Epiſtle to the Hebrews, 
after he has, in as direct and ftrong Words as 
poſſible, told us, that Fe/us made the Worla, 
and that he was counted worthy of more Glory 
than Moſes, inaſmuch as he who hath builded 
the Houſe, hath more Honour than the Houſe ; 
expreſsly aſſures us, that he that built all Things 
is God, To him all the ſame Attributes, 
Titles, and Characteriſtics, which are appro- 
priated to the only God in the O/d Teſtament, 
are likewife in much, or exactly the ſame 
Words, given in the New, Whereas the God 
of the Jews, and the only God is to be wor- 
ſhiped, and he only to be ſerved by any 
Creature; our Saviour is propounded as the 
Object of Worſhip and Divine Service to An- 
gels, and all Creatures. | | 
Me might therefore, from theſe Proofs and 
many others, be very certain, tho' God's Word 
had not expreſſly told us fo, that the Father and 
Son (it doth not ſay agree in, but) are one, the 
ſame numerical God, of the ſame individual 
Nature, Eſſence and Subſtance. For tho” they 
are different Perſons, they are not * 

81 
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but ſubordinate, they are Father and Son, the 
one being the original Fountain, and Source 
of the other, from whom he receives the God- 
head, and all that he is, and hath, by neceſſary 
Communication from him, and is God of 
God, the ſame numerical God of the ſame 
numerical God. Therefore the Father, being 
the Fountain and Original of the Son, from 

both of whom the Holy Ghoſt neceſſarily pro- 


ceeds; and both being neceſſarily included and 


contained in the Father as their, Origin, and the 


ſelf ſame God by natural, or neceſſary Commu- 


nication from him; the Father is often ſtyled 


God, and the only God (not excluſively of, 


for that is abſolutely impoſſible, but including 


both the two other Perſons) not only in Contra- 
diſtinction to other Gods ſo ſtyled; but when he 
is ſpoken of with reference to the Son in his 


human Nature, and as Chriſt. And ſo like- 


wiſe in theſe, and ſuch like Circumſtances, 
which render it proper and convenient accord- 
ing to the Rules of Language, the Word God 
is uſed when the Father is primarily meant, 
including the Son in his divine Nature, and 
the Holy Ghoſt. All which clearly flows 
from the Father's being the Fountain and 
Original Perſon, from whom the other two 
are naturally and neceſſarily derived, and ſo are 
the ſame God with him. And therefore it is 


indiſputable, that the Son is the one true God; fo 


that being thus neceſſarily derived from and 


included in the Father, and the ſame God 


with him, therefore whatſoever the Father 
ö B x hath, 
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hath, the Son hath likewiſe, who is to be ho- 
noured with the ſame Honour that he 1s, and 
whatever Honours the Son receives, redound 
to the Glory of the Father. 

All "theſe (and not a few more might be 
added, but it is moſt unneceſſary) are ſo many 
various and tried Proofs, each of which is of itſelf 
ſufficient to defend our Lord's Divinity, and 
maintain his juſt Title to truly Divine Honour 
and Worſhip in common with the Father. But 
in that collected and united Force, and in the 
Order in which I have briefly, and imperfectly 
repreſented them, they plainly ſhew them- 
ſelves to be moſt invincible, and that it is not 
poſſible to make any Impreſſion on them. For 
as to thoſe metaphyſical Subtilities and Refine- 
ments, with which ſome of late have made 
a ſhew of undermining them, they are moſt 
evidently only Noiſe and Buſtle, and nothing 
elſe; of which Mr. V biſton, after he has ſeen 
all that has been done, and, in all Proba- 
bility, all that can be done in that Way, is 
aſhamed, and very juſtly owns that the only 
Rule of Judging, is God's Word, in this 
Point. And what then has Mr. Whiſton to 
oppoſe to ſuch ſtrong Proofs from Scripture, 
after all his much Study of this Point, and his 
much Experience of this Controverſy, and what 
has been ſaid in it, from firſt to laſt? He 
makes free with the Canon of Scripture, and in- 
fiſts upon it, that ſuch and ſuch Texts are ſpu- 
rious, and were foiſted in to ſerve a Turn. But 
this bold and deſperate Thruſt ſtands him but 
on 1 : in 
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in ſmall Stead, and he puſhes it but a little 


Way. Therefore he would palm on the Chri- 
ſtian World that notorious Impoſture the Apo- 


flolical Conflitutions, as Canonical Scripture, 


To which Pretence and Refuge I need ſay 
nothing. But he inſiſts upon it that there 
are plain Texts of allowed Scripture, contain- 
ing contrary Doctrine to that which is at- 
firmed to be ſet forth in the Texts above re- 


\ ferred to, They had need be very ſtrong, 


and very clearly and unexceptionably to eu- 
preſs the Doctrine inſiſted on from them; and 
not a ſmall Number neither; otherwiſe they 
muſt neceſſarily yield to thoſe on the other 
Side. But indeed theſe latter are ſo ſtrong, 
and ſo plain, that a reaſonable Man who has 


well conſidered them will beforehand be well 


aſſured, that no clear and ſtrong Texts to the 
contrary can be alledged. He will no more 
doubt of this, than he can doubt that Mr, 


biſton can point out ſuch, if any Man in 
any Circumſtances can, Let us ſee then Mr. 
i biſton's ſtrong Proofs, He tells us, that the 
* ſtrongeſt Text from Scripture in the New 


Teſtament againſt the Athanaſians is that 


wherein our Lord diſclaims his Knowledge 
of the laſt Day, If this be the Bulwark 
of the Arian. (or, as Mr. Whiſton is pleaſed 
do ſtyle it, the Euſebian) Cauſe, its Strength 
is Weakneſs, This Text is plainly ſhewn in 
the following Diſcourſe to make nothing for 
it. However I will intreat the Reader's Pa- 
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tience a little longer, while I give this Text 
a more particular Examination in this Place, 

Since our Saviour as God received his Eſ- 
ſence, and Knowledge from the Father, and 
is his Son, whence the Father is prior in Or- 
der to him as God, in reſpet of Knowledge, 
and every other Perfection; therefore in ſome 
Senſe he might fay the Son, meaning himſelf 
as Logos, and in his Divine Nature, did not 
know the Time of the laſt judgment; as 1re- 
neus has long ſince ſhewn: 2 

But I will freely admit that our Saviour 
attributed this Ignorance to himſelf in a Senfe 
in which it cannot be true of him as God. 
What will follow from this Suppoſition to the 
Prejudice of our Cauſe ? 

We prove from other Texts that our Sa- 
viour is God and Omniſcient, He was alſo 
Man, as which it is not improbable but that 
be might be abſolutely ignorant of the Time 
of the laſt Day. And that being the Caſe he 
might truly ſay that he (abſolutely) did not 
know when it would be. 

And indeed if we conſider the parallel Paſ- 
ſages in St. Matthew, and St. Mark, I think 
it can hardly be doubted but that our Sa- 
viour does affirm himſelf to be ignorant, 
when the laſt Day ſhould be, in his human 
Nature. St. Matthew's Words are; But of 
that Day and Hour knoweth no Man, no not 
the Angels of Heaven, but my Father only. 
St, Mark's; But of that Day and Hour 
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eth no Man, no not the Angels which are in 
Heaven, neither the Son, but the Father. 

St. Matthew's no Man, mentioned before the 
Angels, includes our Saviour, ſtyled in St. Mark 
\ the Son; which he was in his human Nature 
on ſeveral Accounts, and as Mediator and that 
Prophet who was to come; and as ſuch was 
known and familiarly ſpoken of by the Tews 
under the Appellation of the Son of God, be- 
fore he appeared. And as ſuch he was ſo 
far ſuperior to the Angels that he is propoſed 
as an Object of Worſhip to them, particu- 
larly, in the Epiſtle to the Hebrews. There- 
fore it is maſt probable that St. Mari repeats 
the very Words in which our Saviour expreſſed 
himſelf, and in the ſame Order which he 
did, placing the Son after, and above the 
Angels. 

It is plain the Diſciples enquired of him as 
the Son of God, that Prophet who was to 
come and tell them all Things, and not as God. 
And this Conſideration added to what elſe 
hath been ſaid on the SubjeR, I think, abſo- 
lutely and certainly determines the Words to 
the Interpretation I have preferred of them. 


P .S. I have not loaded the Margin with Quo- 
tations from Scripture, the Texts of Scripture 
referred to being ſo well known in the Arian 
: Controverſy. And I ſuppoſe this Preface will 
- ſcarce be read by any body that has not read 
Mr. I biſton's Memoirs juſt before. 


_ CuxrisT 
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JOHN i¹4. 
Aud the Word was made Fleſh. 


HE Author had before told us wha 
the Word was ; he that in the Begin- 
ning was with God, and was God; 
the Maker, and Governor of the World. 
This divine Perſon, he informs us, came into 
the World, and in particular to his Peculium, 
the Jeuiſb People, who moſt baſely and un- 
gratefully did not receive him, And in the 
Text he acquaints us of the Manner of his 
appearing; God came among us in human 
Nature; God was made Man. But the Evan- 
geliſt, with great Judgment, chuſes not to ex- 
preſs this aſtoniſhing Fact in ſo plain and 
literal Language. He, more energetically, 
and more juſtly with reſpect to his Deſign in 
this Paſſage, which, in all Probability, was 
to affect us with a juſt, and the profoundeſt 
Senſe poſſible, of our Saviour's Condeſcenſion 
and Humility in his Incarnation for our ſakes, 
recurs to a Figure which frequently occurs in 
: Fl Languages, and all Authors, Sacred and 

f 8 Pro- 
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Prophane, whereby any conſiderable and eſſen- 
tial Part is put for the Whole, in both Parts 
of his Propoſition, and faith not that Jeſu. 
who was the Word, was alſo Man; but that 
the Word was made Fleſh, The original Word 
Laps, tranſlated Fleſh, in the Septuagint Ver- 
ſion of the Old Teſtament anſwers to the He- 
brew Word 2- which tho'indeed it often ſig- 
niftes the material Part of us, excluſive of the 
other, yet it is frequently alſo put for Man, in- 
cluding his whole Nature both Body and Ming; 
and this is certainly the Meaning of the Greek 
Word in this Place. No body can be better 
ſatisfied of this than our Tranſlators were, who 
nevertheleſs rendered it not Man, but F/, 
which is a Word of preciſely the ſame Impott 
and Extent as Zap; both. of them, whilſt they 
principally ſignify the Body, likewiſe conveying 
into our Minds a Senſe of the Weakneſſes and 
Frailties, the Infirmities and Miſeries of human 
Nature, 

This which I have advanced e that 
7 eſus being the Vord, took our complete Na- 
ture, both Body and Soul, upon him: Truth: 
which indeed are more eſpecial Subjects of out 
Meditation at ſome particular Seaſons of the 
Year: But which ought always to be lively * 


in our Thoughts, and deeply engraven in out 
Hearts; otherwiſe we ſhall not tranſcribe them 


in 
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in bur Lives and Practice, which is the Rea- 
ſon of theit being revealed unto us. They 
had need therefore to be often, and as deeply 


as poſſible imprinted in us, and we to be con- 
firmed and fortified in the Poſſeſſion of them, 


both againſt the Indiſpoſition and Treacheryof 
our own Natures towards them, and the violent 
and daring Attacks to diſpoſſeſs and obliterate 
them, that are daily made from without 
upon us. And frequent Diſcourſes on theſe 
Subjects are neceſſary, and can never be unſea- 


ſonable. Accordingly I ſhall, in the enſuing 
Diſcourſe, 


I. Prove that Chri/ was perfe&t Man, and 
had not only an human Ts but alſo an hu- 
man Mind, 

II. That he was One 4 conſiſting of 
Two Natures, the Human and Divine. After 
which I ſhall, 


III. and laſtly, make an Inference or two 
from what hath been diſcourſed. 


Hf ſhall prove, That Chriſt was perfect 
Man. As to his being made Fleſb, and having 
an human Body, it is impoſſible for us to be 
certain of any Thing, if we cannot be certain 
of that: Nor (unleſs we muſt except the ori- 
ginal 9; Quakers for a ſhort Time) do I know of 
* body that ever queſtioned it, but ſome 


Sb wild 
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wild, and ſenſeleſs Hereticks in the Primitive 
Church : Theſe Men took it-into their Heads 
to fancy that our Saviour only ſeemed to be, 
and do, and ſuffer thoſe Things, which are re- 
lated of him, in the Fleſh; from whence, I think, 
they were ſtyled Phantaſiaſtæ and Docete. A 
good Father, the venerable Ignatius, undertakes 
to confute them, and beſtows ſome Arguments 
upon the Subject-; for which, no doubt, he ſaw 
ſufficient Reaſon in the Circumſtances of thoſe 
deluded Men (of whoſe Converſion he did not 
utterly deſpair) or of others, and of the Times. 
I only juſt take Notice of this on the account 
of the Zeal, with which this Apoſtolical Man 
animadverted on their extravagant Notion, and 
the Reaſon, for which, one ſees, he was fo full 
of godly Reſentment and Indignation againſt 
it, and them for its fake; which Reaſon was 
plainly this: That the Reality of our Salvation 
depended on Chr:/t's having really been, and 
done, and ſuffered, what is related of him, in 
the Fleſh. 

This holy Martyr, who lived, and converſed 
with ſome of the Apoſtles, well knew it was 
requiſite, that our Saviour ſhould have that 
Nature which he came to ſave. But he came 
to ſave our Souls, otherwile vain had been his 
Salvation of us. For the Body without the 

In Epiſt. ad Smy:n. a SIL ad & VII. 
| Soul 
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Soul is ſenſeleſs, and incapable of Reward 
and Happineſs. And therefore the Hereſy of 
the two Apollinari:*, tho' not fo apparently, 
and at firſt Sight, abſurd, and void of Colour 
from Scripture, was no leſs ruinous and abſurd 
zn its Conſequences, than the fore-mentioned, 
For theſe truly conſiderable Men, for their In- 
genuity, and the good Services they did to the 
common Cauſe of Chriſtianity, maintained, and 
-could make ſome ſort of ſhift to ſeem to prove 
from ſome Paſſages in the Goſpel, that Jeſus 
conſiſted only of an human Body, and his Di- 
vinity, which ſupplied the Place of an human 
Soul, or Mind in him. So abſurd can very 
learned Men ſometimes be 


Theſe, by the Confeſſion of all, both their 
Friends and Enemies, who ever read their 
Writings, as able Men“ as any the very learned 


They are ſometimes ſtyled Apollinares; but there being 
another Apollinaris, a quite different ſort of a Man from 
them, to diſtinguiſh them from him, perhaps, they are 

ſtyled Apollinarii. They were Father and Son: The latter, 
who lived long after the former, corrected and improved 

the Hereſy advance by the other, being driven to many Sub- 

terſuges and Diſtinctions, which, but that he was ſeverely 
preied, he would in all Probability never have thought of. 

» | with many young Students, who are too apt to be 
inluenced by Names, and to fall down before one or two 

> cclchrateil Characters, which ſtand on the Side of Arianiſm, 
to the renouncing their Saviour's Divinity, wou'd conſider 
the very extraordinary Things, that are ſaid of theſe Per- 
{ ſon's Parts and Learning by a belt Judges of all Parties, 


2 Age 
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Age they lived in, knew, believed our Saviou: 
to be God, And all Men know that the God. 
head is immutably impaſſible, all-ſeeing, all. 
knowing. And therefore our Saviour's whole 
Hiſtory, and all the Particulars contained in i: 
. exclaim againſt the prodigious Blaſphemy of 
this Apollinarian Hereſy, Our Saviour, whillt 
he was upon Earth, was ſubjected to, and affect. 
ed with all the ſame corporeal Impreſſions, as 
other Men are. He hungred and thirſted®; he 
enjoyed Pleaſure, and tuffered Pain; he was 7 
Man of Sorrows, and acquainted with Grief *, 
Remarkable is his own Expreſſion, when, in 
his Agonies and Paſſion, a little before his 
Crucifixion (ſore preſſed with the Weight of our 
Sins, which drew him down from the Boſom 
of his Father and Heaven, to ſave us from 
them) he cried out; My Soul is exceeding ſor- 
rowful even unto Death*. And if he had a 
Soul, true Philoſophy will inform, and not 
ſuffer us to doubt, but that he had an human 
Mind. But God's revealed Truth, and the 
Humanity of our Saviour in particular, tho? it 
may be confirmed by, and alway agrees with 
it, yet does not reſt upon Philoſophy (true, 


who converſed with them, and read their Writings; and 
their monſtrous Errors nevertheleſs (eſpecially of the latter 
of them, who ſeems to be the greater Man) even with re- 
ſpect to the Godhead. See C. Hiſt. Litt. under the Names 
and the Authors there referred to, 


© Mat. iv, XXi. 13, * 1/2. Iii. 3. 


e {at xxvi. 38. 


* 
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and real Philoſophy). nor aſk, nor needs its 
Alſiſtance. It commands the Aſſent of all Men, 
and of Common Senſe and Reaſon, 
As our, Saviour advanced in Years, and in- 
creaſed in Stature, he increaſed, in Wiſdom 
alſo /; which he could not poſſibly do, unleſs he 
had an human Underſtanding. He had alſo an 
human Will, and not only the ſame Will with 
the Father, with whom he is one God, For 
his Will could not be ſubjected to the divine 
Will, if it was the divine Will. But in his 
Jait Prayer, in the Garden, before he was ap- 
-prchended in order to his Crucifixion, from 
Which his human Nature, on the firſt Appre- 
tenſion of it, and till Reflection, declined, he 
ſaid to the Father; nevertbeleſs not My Will 
but Thine be done s. Either therefore our Sa- 
viour was perfect Man, and had both an hu- 
man Body and Soul, or no Man ever had, if 
we will pay any Regard to God's Word; 
wherein he is not only expreſly ſtyled Man, 
and the Son of Man, and ſaid to have a Soul; 
put all the Faculties of the human Mind, all 


the Properties and Affections of human Na- 
ture are attributed to him. My 


II. Propoſition is, That he was One Perſon 
fFonſiſting of Two Natures, the Human and 


f Luke ii. 52, 5 Luke xxii. 42. 
| | Divine, 
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Divine; as the reaſonable Soul and Fleſh, | 
are one Man, ſo God and Man, are one 


Chriſt, And this great Truth alſo lies plain 
and obvious in God's Word, But it is a My- 
ſtery, and that is no Recommendation of it to 
the preſent prevailing Taſte, —The Truth is, 
we are fallen into ſad Times, a diſputing and 
perverſe Age, of which one great Characte- 
riſtic is, to ſtand upon Terms with God, and 
to be extremely averſe to admitting any Thing 
upon the Credit of Revelation, unleſs it be pre- 
viouſly (as I may ſay) adapted to our Palate, and 
perfectly reconciled to our Reaſon and Prejudices. 
And tho' the Truth of the Goſpel (to ſay no- 


thing of former Times) has lately, by many 


learned Performances, almoſt in every body's 
Hands, been eſtabliſhed upon the ſure Founda- 
tion of Reaſon, and God's Providence and At- 
tributes, beyond all reaſonable Doubt, or ſo 
much as the leaſt Scruple ; and therefore the 
ſtrongeſt contrary Probabilities with reſpect to 
human Reaſon, ſuppoſing them to exiſt, ought 
to be ſubmitted to the clear and manifeſt Senſe 
of Scripture, affirming any Article of revealed 
Religion; yet too prone by corrupt Nature, 
and their own way-ward Humours, and im- 
pelled by the Spirit of the Times (which, if not 
chiefly raiſed, has been mightily cheriſhed and 
ſtrengthened, I will not ſay by whom, and by 


4 what 


8 R 
s * . 


; Chriſt God. Man. 23 
> what Means, among ourſelves, I mean pro- 
feſſed Chriſtians) it is certain that too many 
3 Souls - ſhipwreck their Faith and Salvation on 
this wretched Rock. Their Reaſon (I ſhould ſay 
: their Prejudices) can ſcarce think that ſuch and 
; ſuch a Propoſition is true, or can be God's Word; 


= whence they waver and are in ſuſpence about it, 
and too many after a while commence ſecret real 
* Diſbelievers even of the whole Goſpel; or elle, 
if Circumſtances permit, and invite, openly liſt 
under the Infidel Banners, for Reaſons, and by 
: Steps too obvious to need to be mentioned. So 
that it is the Part and indiſpenſible Duty of 
every prudent Miniſter of the Goſpel, and 
= Diſpenſer of the Myſteries of Godlineſs, to 
be furniſhed himſelf, and arm his Hearers, 
= who are converſant in the literate, or contro. 
verting World, againſt this Danger; to remove 
particular Objections to the particular Myſteries 
of our Religion, and ſhew why they ſhould be 
admitted on the Credit of God's written Word, 
before he proves them to be contained therein. 
And this Caution is ſcarce more neceſſary with 
= reſpect to any Myſtery (for ſo it may be called) 
of our holy Religion, than to that which is my 
* preſent Subject. 
= Accordingly I will, as well as I can, ac- 
= commodate myſelf to this Taſk impoſed upon 
mme by the Neceſlity of the Tine, and per- 
2 form 
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form it briefly, but, I hope, fully and to 12 | ; 
cient Satisfaction. | 
Indeed this is no difficult Undertaking, 
For the Sum of all that Infidelity hitherto hath 
objected, and therefore, it may reaſonably be 
preſumed, of all that it hath to object to this 
Myſtery of Godlineſs, God manifeſted in the 
Fleſb, I think, is ſufficiently comprized in 
theſe few Words. That God could not 
&« be made Man; or, if he could, tis abſurd to 
« imagine that he would ſtoop to ſo low and 
« mean a Condeſcenſion in order to fave ſuch 
« Creature.“ | 
So do Infidels argue, and on this Bottom 
reſt their Hopes, againſt this fundamental Ar- 
ticle of the Goſpel and cur Salvation, And 
one nceds not fear to exhibit this their final 
and total Reſort in its full Strength. For if 
Men would but be perſuaded calmly to view 
it with ſome Attention and Steadineſs, and look 
a little about them, they would clearly diſcern 
there tobe little in it, and ſo much againſt it, that 
they would be aſſured it could poſſibly ſerve no 
End, but toſhame Men into more Modeſty and 
Caution, and diſcourage them from making 
any more ſuch fruitleſs Attempts in the ſame 
Cauſe. For the firſt Part of this Reaſoning is 
molt effectually confuted and expoſed only by 
putting the ObjeCtors in mind, what the Scri- 
pture 
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ptute Doctrine on this Head is. For it is not, 
x that God was made Man, which would indeed 
* be moſt impoſſible; and a maniteſt Contra- 


PEI SPENDS SIEGE 


diction, ſince God is neceſſarily Immutable 
but, that Jeſus was both God and Man, One 


Perſon in theſe Two Natures. And what has 


our Reaſon to ſay againſt this Doctrine? Alas! 


it knows ſo little of both the divine and human 
Nature; that it muſt needs be aſſured, that it is 
perfectly unqualified to interpole any Judgment 
or the leaſt ſeeming Probability againſt it. 

All that it knows concerning this Matter is, 


that it does not apprehend the Manner of this 


* Union, nor is able to conceive howit is. And 
that ſuch Ignorance as this, is no new Thing, 


but what it muſt needs expect. For to appre- 


hend the Manner of any Union, neceſſarily im- 


plies and preſuppoſesa Knowledge of the ſeveral 
Natures conjoined in it; and (if I may ſo ex- 
preſs myſelf) of the Ligaments and Cement ef- 


fecting and conſtituting it. And therefore we 


are completely ignorant of the Manner, and 
have no Idea of the Union of any compounded 
natural Body, or Being whatever; even of the 
Connexion of the Particles of any one Body 
exiſting before our Senſes. And who can tell 
how it is that a finite Extenſion contains an 
infinite Number of Extenſions, or extended 


Parts? This Conjunction of Finite and In- 


D finite 
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finite is indeed a ſtrange and incomprehenſible | 


Fhing to human Conception, Our Reaſon 
demonſtrates it to be, and therefore we are 


aſſured that in Fact it is. But to know, on 
proper Authority, that a Thing, or Fact is, is 
one Fhing; and to perceive how it is, and 
apprehend the Manner of it, is quite another; 
between one and the other of which the laſt 
mentioned Inſtance is a Demonſtration there is 
no Connexion. | 

Indeed all Senſe and Reaſon bear Teſtimony 
to the Folly of this Objection. And 'twould 
be as endleſs, as tis unneceſſary to produce their 
particular Evidences. Only one other Inſtance, 
which is of nearer, and more obvious Appli- 
cation to All, however unuſed to, or qualified 
for entering into Philoſophical Diſquiſitions, 
I cannot but mention. I will tell any of theſe 
Objectors how God and Man are one Chr:/}, 
when he ſhall tell me how his own Body and 
Soul are one Man. He is not more ignorant 
of this, than he is of that, for he is in com- 
plete Ignorance of both. He has no Senſe nor 
Capacity of perceiving or apprehending either 
in any Degree. Now, if he be incapable of 
underſtanding thoſe leſſer Things, how can he 
expect to be able to underſtand this much 
greater? He believes himſelf to be one Man 
conſiſting of Body and Soul, tho' he does not 


conceive how this is, becauſe his Senſes in- 


form 


1 
* 
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form him that he is: And will he not then 


> much more believe God when he plainly at- 
= firms, that Chriſt is the ſame Perſon conſiſting 


of the divine and human Natures; only be- 


* cauſe the Manner of this Union is not, and 
cannot be apprehended by him? Nothing, ſure, 
was ever ſo abſurd and contrary to Reaſon as 


3 . 
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this: the Men who make this Objection, 
muſt believe and diſbelieve, aſſent or diſſent, 


not by Reaſon, but by Prejudice, and Incli- 


nation, or Humour. 

This is not the only Inſtance of their doing 
ſo, For the ſame Men proceed and ſay, If 
God could be One Perſon with Man, 'tis in- 
credible that he would ſtoop ſo infinitely below 
himſelf for the Salvation of ſo inconſiderable a 
Creature as Man; rather than do which, he 


would fave them by ſome other Means, or 


: by his mere Will and Mercy, without the 
* Interpoſition of any Means whatever. This 


is their laſt and final Objection in its full 


Force. 'Tis anſwered, and ſhewn to be lighter 


than Vanity againſt God's Word to the con- 
trary, by only calling to mind the Infinite 
Goodneſs, and Wiſdom, and Power of God, 
For he who is endued with theſe Attributes 
will, moſt certainly, effe& every End by the 
beſt and fitteſt Means. He needs not, and 
will not omit what is abſolutely beſt, or exe- 

D 2 cute 
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cute it by any but the abſolutely beſt and 
fitteſt Means, on any Account. Which is his 
divine Prerogative and Glory; quite contrary 
to the Caſe of any Creature, and much more 
the Caſe of ſo imperfect and finite Creatures as 
Men. Theſe muſt not only confider what i; 
beſt and fitteſt, and the beſt and fitteſt Means 
of executing it; but muſt likewiſe confider 
themſelves, their Abilities, and every Circum- 
ſtance relating to themſelves, and the Cale 
before them ; and then make the relative Fit- 
neſſcs, which reſult from all theſe Conſidera- 
tions weighed together, the Rule of their Con- 
duct and Behaviour. But God's Ways are not 
as Man's Ways; the Caſe is quite different with 
reſpect to infinite Goodneſs, Wiſdom, and 
Power, To the Being endued with theſe At- 
tributes that which is abſolutely beſt, is rela- 
tively ſo; and -the abſolutely beſt and fitteſt 
Means of effecting it, is relatively ſo likewiſe. 
Now, unleſs we perfectly comprehended, and 

. underſtood the Divine Nature; and our own; | 
and the Nature of Sin; and conſequently the 
Relations and Reſpects, reſulting from our Cor- 
ruptions and Sins, between us and God: unleſs 
we had alſo a perfectly comprehenſive View of 
the Univerſe, and God's abſolutely perfect 
Oeconomy with regard to it; it is impoſſible 


We ſhould be able to pronounce, or have any 
4 Reaſon, 
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Reason, in any Degree, to apprehend, or be 
perſuaded, a priori, that the right Mean, and 
beſt and fitteſt Way of God's faving Mankind, 
and reſtoring them to his Favour and Preſence, 
was not that which Holy Scripture exhibits to 
our Faith and Admiration. 
The Truth is, whoever will 080 his Pre- 
judices, and ſeeming Reaſons againſt the Cre- 
dibility of this Article into their true Sources 
* and Principles, he will find them to be nothing 
elſe but Compariſons, or meaſuring and judging 
of God's Goodneſs, Wiſdom, and Power by 
human Pride, Folly, and Impotence ; and 
5 will be convinced that he has no ſolid Grounds 
or Foundation to build them upon; but that 
he might as well take up this Opinion (I mean 
5 a prieri) That God does not ſuſtain, preſerve, 
and govern the World, by his perpetual In- 
] fluence, Agency, and Providence, as, that his 
Son, and God did not join himſelf to human 
Nature, and become One Perſon with Man, 
. the Lord of the Creation, to ſave the ha 
human Race. 
* And if we conſider how, when theſe Pre- 
; judices are removed, a true Perſuaſion of this 
Infinite divine Love, and Condeſcenſion af- 
| fects and fills us with Love and Gratitude, 


and Admiration of his Goodneſs, and Wiſdom, 
1 and 
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and Power, and raiſes our Hearts and Ap- 
prehenſions towards him, and what excellent 


Ends it anſwers in the Conſtitution of our Na- 
ture, and the Circumſtances wherein we arc 


placed (of which there are ſufficient Hints in 


Scripture, and which have often been diſplay- 


ed by Chriſtian Preachers, and Writers) we 
muſt needs be from thence diſpoſed, and muſt 
needs conclude it reaſonable, to think it pro- 
bable, that this Article is true; that it is not only 
not againſt Reaſon, but conſonant to Nature 


and Reaſon, And this I could ſhew and con- 
firm more at large, if it were needful. But 


it is not. For it is ſufficient for our Purpoſe 
to have proved, that Reaſon does not contra- 


dict it, as we have fully and explicitely ſhewn 
it does not, nor cannot, in any degree. And 
therefore all Prejudices to its Credibility, or 
being admitted on ſufficient Authority, being 
fo fully removed; I may now well proceed to 


ſhew how clearly, and unexceptionably it is 
contained in God's Word. 


Whereas both in the Old- and New Te/la- © 


ment we are aflured that there is no other God 
but one, the Father (for he is the Fountain ® 
and Origin of both the Son, and the Holy 
Ghoſt; and therefore well may, and moſt com- 
e is ſtyled God, abſolutely, becauſe the 


In many Places. 


Son, 
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Boo, who is neceſſarily begotten of him, and the 
Holy Ghoſt, who neceſſarily proceeds from 
him, and the Son, are neceſſarily and eſſentially 
contained in him) Feſus is in the New Teſtament 
moſt expreſly ſtyled God, the true God, the 
great God, God over alle, the Lord of Glory, 
the King of Kingss, the Lord of Lords. He 
is one with the Father“, and equal with him i, 
having the ſame (individual) Nature with TI 
as God, tho' having the Godhead and all its 
* Attributes by Communication * from the Fa- 
i ther, and being God of God, he is inferior (to 
wit, in Order) to him! as his Son, as every Son 
is to his Father. 
l He (the ſame Subject and Perſon, Chr:/?) is 
1 | likewiſe plainly ſtyled Man ”, and the Son of 
a Man. 
Accordingly thoſe Attributes which are in- 
= ſeparable from the divine Nature, and incom- 
municable to any other, and human Properties 

are indifferently applied to, and ſaid of him, 

throughout the New Teſtament. 

= Heis Alpha and Omega, the Beginning and 
= the End, the Firſt and” the Laſt, and alſo 
© deſcended from the Loins of David, was con- 


| John. 21 Fobn iii 16. * Tit. it. 13. Rom. ix. 5. 
James ii. 1. ® Rev. xix. 16. John x. 30. 1 Jobm v. 7. 
= *Phil. ii. 6. * John v. 17. viii. 38. Fohn xiv. 28. 
= "paſſm, Rev. i. 8, II. xxl, 10, XXII. 3. 


ceived 


* 


1 31 Chriſt God-Man. 
ceived and born of the Virgin Mary, arid, 
after a ſhort and miſerable Life, exvired upon 
a Croſs, within leſs than theſe Two thouſand 
Years, 


6 
| 
: 
Of him theſe Words are to be underſtood: | 
ö 
| 
| 


Thou, Lord, in the Beginning baſt laid the 
Foundations of the Earth, and the Heavens are 
the Works of thy Hands, They ſhall peril, 
but Thou remaineſt ; and as a Veſture ſhalt thou 
fold them up, and they ſhall be changed: But Thou 
art the ſame, and Thy Years ſhall not fail 
Which Words is the Pſalmiſt's Deſcription ! 
of God's Immutability. So that it is moſt im- 
poſſible to deny, that 7s is ſtrictly and effen. 
tially Immutable. And therefore he moſt un- 
doubtedly conſiſted of the divine Nature, and 
of another mutable one: for many, as well as 
moſt affecting were the Changes which the 
Nature and Fleſh he received from his Mo- 
ther, underwent, before he was laid in the 
Grave, and roſe again from thence, and aſcend- 
ed into Heaven, where he now its at God's 
Right Hand, and reigns not in his mortal and 
corruptible, but in his immortal and 3 l 
Body, and human Nature. 
He is Diſcerner of the Thoughts and th: 
Intents of the Heart, There is no Creatur: 
that is not manifeſt in bis Sight *; all Things 


o Heb. i. 10, 11, 12. f Fſ. cli. 25, 26, 27. Hl. 
iv. 12, 13. | 


art 
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re naked and open to his Eyes, Theſe are 
ain and ſtrong Expreſſions of that Divine Pre- 
rogative, his Omniſcience, and the ſame which 
e Holy Spirit made uſe of to expreſs the 
25 e incommunicable Attribute of God in the 
Old Teſtament. And therefore tis plain that, 
the Words of St Paul, in him the Fulneſs 
of the Godhead dwells*. For he could not be 
mniſcient unleſs he was God. And becauſe 
his divine Nature was veiled in his Humanity, 
therefore the ſame Apoſtle, ſpeaking of him, 


Faith, in whom are hid all the Treaſures of 


Viſdom and Knowledges, And yet he himſelf 
told his Diſciples that he did not know the 
act Time of the Day of Judgment. From 
whence we may aſſuredly collect, that the Re- 


Pen of this, being no Part of his Office as 


of eſus and Mediator, it was not communicated 
to his human Nature. And therefore, his 


Diſciples enquiring of him as the Meſiab and 


chat Prophet who was to come, when this 
Day ſhould bee, he told them he was ignorant 


of it: Juſt as the two Parts of the ſame Man, 
his Soul and Body, being one of them Mortal, 


and the other Immortal, he may, according 
o the Occaſion and Circumſtances in which he 
peaks, very properly ſay, that he is the one, 


F bCol. it. 9. © Col. ii. 3. Matt. xxiv. 36. Mark 
xiii. 32. att. xxiv. 3 Mark xili. 4. 
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or the other, and either that he ſhall die, 
that he ſhall not die. 

Now how does any Man know himſelf t 
be one Man and Perſon, conſiſting of Bod; 
and Soul, but becauſe he finds that both bo. 
dily and mental Affections agree to him? ! 
the inſeparable and incommunicable Charac. 
teriſtics of two Natures, the divine and hu- 
man, in the ſame Subject and Perſon of Chri/, 
may be allowed to evince, that Chriſt is one 
Perfon, God-Man, he undoubtedly is. The 
ſame Reaſon that we have, each of us, from 
his Senſes to believe his own Body and Soul to 
he one Man; the fame alſo does God's Word 
give us to be ſatisfied that Chrift is one Perſon 
in two Natures, the Human and Divine. 
Indeed this is a moſt wonderful Truth: But 
fo are all God's Difpenſations, full of Won. 
der and Rapture; his Creation, his continua 


ſuſtaining the immenſe Fabrick of this Uni 


verſe, and all its Parts; his conſtant -an 
watchful Care over us, and all our leaſt Con- 
cerns, are all over Wonder, moſt affecting 
Wonder, They are only not, any of them, 


any ways equal to this new Creation and Re- 


generation of Mankind, which, one cannot 


help being convinced, is God's finiſhing Di- 


penſation, and the Completion of that infinite 


Condeſcenſion and Portrait of his — 
and 
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and Benevolence towards Men, which he eter- 
pally deſigned to ſtrike in his Providence and 
in our Nature. It is indeed a moſt ſurpriſing 
and perfect Inſtance how God's Ways are not 


not as Man's Ways *; and how paſt finding 


2 d they are. And that if we look how high 
the Heaven is in compariſon of the Earth, jo 
great is bis Mercy alſo towards them that fear 
bim. Never certainly was, or can be Con- 
deſcenſion to compare with this: Never was, 
nor is poſſible to be Admiration like to this. 


And what is the Uſe and genuine Effect of 


this Paſſion? That Effect, which, if not de- 
feated and obſttructed by the Interpoſition of 


the Fleſh, or oppoſed by Prejudices, it cannot 
fail to have in the human Mind and Conduct? 
To fix our Attention on this amazing Love 


Land Goodneſs, to ſeize and poſſeſs it of our 
Underſtanding, our Heart, our Affections, 
and all our Faculties, to incite and raiſe our 


Gratitude, and enflame our Love to the high- 
eſt Degree, of which they are capable, of 
= Rapture, and Addiction, and Devotion of 
= ourſelves, our Lives, our Souls and Bodies 
to the Service of our Creator, Preſerver, Re- 
deemer, and Sanctifier. And ſurely divine 
Love and Obedience, and all Virtue and God- 
luineſs owe but little to thoſe Chriſtians (if we 


I ſaiab lv. 8. d Rom. xi. 33. 
E 2 ; may 
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may call them ſo) who, under a Pretence of 
leſſening the Difficulties of our Faith in this 
Article, and in the Goſpel, detract, one can 
ſcarce expreſs how much, from the Force of 
this ſo powerful Motive, moſt powerfully opera- 


tive in our Nature and Conſtitution z Which 


was given us by God; and to which therefore, 
we may be aſſured, his final Diſpenſation, and 
laſt and perfect Religion is exactly adapted 
and commenſurate. . 

And therefore, ſure I am, this fingle Con- 
ſideration is a much greater Objection to 
their Opinion that Chri/t is not God, than 
any they can offer at the Bar of Reaſon, can 
ſeem to be againſt his being God from his 
being Man. Theſe have already, under the 
preſent Head, been confidered ; and we have 
ſeen what Strength is in them. 

This Aſſertion, that the Word and Chriſt is 
God, is not contained in my Text, and there- 
fore I did not formally undertake the Proof 
of it, but ſuppos'd it, as the Text doth ; tho 
the Proof which I gave under my firſt Head, 
from Scripture, that Chriſt is not only 
Fleſh, as the Words may ſeem to import, but 
perfect Man, conſiſting both of an human 
Body, and an human Mind, depends upon is 
being true that he is God, and not a Creature; 
for a Creature, of how excellent and exalted 
es | ſoever 
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Pever a Nature, may be ignorant of whatever 
Bod pleaſes, and is mutable, and may be di- 
wt of whatever Perfections and Knowledge 
He was endued with, and again grow in Wiſ- 
Hom, and may ſuffer. Nevertheleſs I needed 
not, in ſupport of my firſt Head and Proof of 
St, formally undertake to prove that Chriſt is 
God; becauſe the Proof of his being God, 
and endued with the divine, eſſential, and in- 
communicable Attributes, is neceſſarily and 
eſſentially included and contained in the pro- 
per and only Proof of his two Natures being 
united in the ſame Perſon. For the Proof of 
this Propoſition conſiſts in ſhewing that the 
nominal Eſſence of this Union agrees to Chriſt 
j (for the nominal is the only Eſſence, and all 
= that we know of any even natural Subſtance, 


whether ſimple or compound, and therefore 


the Revelation of any ſupernatural Subſtance 
only informs, and can only be expected to 
inform, us of the ſame Eſſence of it.) And the 
nominal Eſſence, or in other Words, the Sign 


: and Characteriſtic to our Underſtandings and 
Apprehenſions of the Union of any two dif- 


ferent Natures or Subſtances, in one Perſon, 
is, preciſely, this; That this Subject or Per- 
= ſon ſo conſiſts of thoſe different Natures or 
2X >ubſtances, as that he may be faid to be either 
the one, or the other; or both of them ; and 
whatever 
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whatever agrees to either, or to their Con. 

junction predicated of the Perſon ; and even 
the Properties of either, attributed to the o. 
ther; as was explained, and fer the Reaſon + 
aſſigned, in the Preface to this Diſcourſe, In- 
deed, generally, throughout the New Teſta. 
ment, the Perſon Chriſt being the Subject both 
of thoſe Propoſitions wherein he is ſpoken of 
as God; and of thoſe wherein he is ſpoken of 
as Man ; as well as of thoſe wherein he i; 
ſpoken of as God-Man; therefore, firſt of 
all to prove the Union of his two Natures in 
the ſame Perſon, ſeems to me to be as natural 
and proper a Way of proceeding in order to 
a Proof of his Divinity, as any other. Certain 


it is, that to have this Point well impteſſed in 


our Underſtanding and Attention, to be inti- 
mately and familiarly converſant in it, is to 
be Maſter of the true Key, and a Facility ©! 
applying it, to let us into the Senſe and Solu- 
tion of ſome Texts, which for want of it mult 
needs ſeem inconſiſtent with his being God. 
And hereupon depends chiefly, or ſolely, our 
being confirmed and fixed in our Faith in 
this Article, againſt its Adverſaries Attempts | 
to unſettle us in it, and diſpoſſeſs us of it, by 
means of theſe very Paſſages of Scripture. 


For in the Controverſy concerning Chris 


WI there is no ſort of Difficulty with 
imme: 
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mmediate and direct Reſpect to thoſe Texts 


Ee Seripture by which it is generally proved, 
3 and which our Adverſaries only object to; they 
f 2 expreſs, clear, and cogent; But theſs Men 


iſe a Duſt, and ſpread Darkneſs and Con- 


*fufion over the Subject by means of the 
other Texts. But let the true Doctrine of 
the Alliance of our Saviour's different Natures 
riſe in our Attention, and rule our Thoughts, 
and theſe Miſts and Clouds inſtantly fly be- 
fore it, and diſappear; and his Divinity ſhines 
like the Sun at Mid-day in God's revealed 
World, animating and gladdening the new 
and Goſpel Creation; the Life and Soul of it. A 
little Reaſoning and Application of the per- 
ſonal Union in Chriſt will open any one's Eyes, 
and enable him clearly to diſcern his Lord 
and God through his Enemies profoundeſt 

= Pretences to the contrary, and diflipate all thoſe 
Terrors which, in defect of this Application, they 
ſtceem to threaten this Rock of our Salvation 
with. The Truth ef all which, I doubt not, will 
evidently appear to every impartial Perſon, 
that has confidered God's Word with regard 


to this Point of the Divinity of his Saviour, 


7 a is at all converſant in the Arian Contro- 

verſy; (and we ought certainly, all of us, to 
be in a good meaſure converſant in it; ;) after 
XX what has been already advanced. concerning it; 


3 from 


1 
4 
8 


, 4 2 " 12 4 - 
7 


40 Chrift God-Man. 
from what will be faid to the ſame Purpoſe 
2 my next , wherein 1 propoſed 


II. ad laſtly, To deduce an Inference or 
two from the Doctrine proved in the pre- 
ceding *. ' And what I think immediately © 
and firſt riſes naturally to our Thoughts on 
this Occaſion, is, that Chrift being God and 
Man, the Son of God, and the Son of Man, 
in the ſame" Perſon ; therefore we are the 
Children of God, and he is our Fellow-Crea- © 
ture. I aſcend, ſaith he, to my Father, and 
your Father, to your God, and my God“. 1 
Thus we fee. how juſtly, and with what 
| -Propriety, St. Paul ſtyles him the Firſt-begot- 3 
| ten of every Creature © Ya iſexos accu T1 . 
| Ft, Which may either be rendered the firſt- 
| 
| 


my 
WY. 


- begotten of the whole Creation, or of every 

| Creature; the two Expreſſions mutually im 
10 plying and inferring each other. For though 
Wi! - indeed the Theme Two, itſelf, and in its ſeve- 
nal Compoſitions with other Words, be pro- 
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| If I think (conſidering the Title Page) it is requiſite for 3 
1 me, in point of Veracity, to mention, that much of this 
lh laſt Head is new, and of the reſt I preached one Part at 


Sberbourne in Os fordſpire a little before Chriſimas 1 748, 
and only the other at Oxford, at the Time mentioned in 
the Title Page. 
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etting; and d to Production by Creation and 
Making; yet by the perſonal Union of Chriſt's 
3 Qivine and human Nature, which has made 
Is his Brethren and the Sons of God, this, 
hich would otherwiſe be an expreſs Contra- 
fiction in Terms, is moſt conſiſtent, and certain 
_w- And whether we underſtand by every 
reature, all Creatures at large, or only Man, 
**Fvho is often meant by the Word Creature 
F in Scripture Language, Chrift, the eternal 
Logos and Son of God, and eternally deſigned 
In due Time to become alſo Man (whence we 
are begotten his Brethren) is r. and 
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3 


3 $152 of every Creature, as properly, and in the 
full Import of this Hebrew, and that its cor- 
4 Weſpondent Term in the Septuagint Tranſla- 
43 tion, as he that opened the Womb was among 


the Jews : For Chri/t created the World, and 
all Things (i. e. all Creatures) are not only by 
bim, but for him *; and therefore he is much 
more, and more eminently the Lord of his 
rethren and the whole Creation, than the 
ft Heiss Firſt- born was of his Brethren and Fa- 
mily, by God's Appointment; moſt probably 
1 with Reference to, and on this very Account, 
becauſe Chriſt is natural Heir and Lord of us 
all and the whole Creation; which Reference, 
Band which Account, I make no doubt alſo, is 


* Verſe 16. | 
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the principal Conſideration in ſome other ſe. 
condary Significations of both theſe Words in 
the Old Teſtament, ſuch as thoſe of no be- 
loved, choice and rare, and the like. 

The Paſſage, in which the Words commented 
upon, and explained agreeably to the Doctrine 
exhibited and proved under the foregoing Heads, 
occur, is entitled, in the Contents of the Chap-- 
ter, in the common Editions of our Engliſh 
Bibles, I Deſcription of the true Chriſt. And 
ſo indeed it very plainly and fully is. It ſets 
forth what he is, how related to, and what 
he has done for us, both as God and Man, 
and God-Man, conſiſting of both Nature, 
His (the Father's) dear Son (faith St. Pau!) in 
whom we have Redemption through his Blud, 
even the Forgiveneſs of Sins; who is the Image 
of the invifible God, the firſt-born of every 
Creature : For by him were all Things created 
that are in Heaven, and that are on Bart, 
vijfible and inviſible, whether they be Thrones © 
or Dominians, or Principalities, or Powers: 
All Things were created by him, and for him, 
And he is before all Things, and by him all 
Things conti. And he is the Head of the Bo- 
dy the Church; who is the Beginning (it 
might have been rendered, the Principle) he 

fir/t-born from the Dead; that in all Things 
be might have the Preheminence, For it 


pleaſed © 
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pleaſed the Father, that in bim ſvould all 
*Fulneſs dwell. And (having made Peace thro' 
rhe Blond of his Croſs) by bim to reconcile all 
Things 10 bimſelſ; by Him, I ſay, whether 
"they be Things in Earth, or Things in Hea- 
ven Theſe Words manifeſtly contain that 
FCbrit: is the Son of God, not only as begotten 
n his human Nature) of the Virgin Mary, 
by the overſhadowing of the Holy Ghoſt, or 
Zon any other Account ſubſequent to, and pre- 
— this; but in his divine Nature by 
eternal Generation, being the Image of the 
inviſible God, and begotten before the Worlds 
and Time; the Son, who made and preſerves 
the World, and all Things in it; the efficient 
and the final Cauſe of all Creatures, and their 
natural Lord and Sovereign: The very ſame 
Things which the ſame Apoſtle predicates of 
him, partly in more ſtrong Terms, and partly 
more conciſely in his Epiſtle to the Hebrews, 
| © thus; By whom alſo he (God) made the Worlds; 
= who being the Brightneſs of his Glory, and the 
RF expreſs Image of his Perſon, and upbolding. all 
= Things by the Word of bis Power d. Theſe 
Things are true, and can be true of Chri/t 
only as the divine Son of his Father. But 
being God's Son by eternal Generation, he is 
therefore his firſt-begotten of the whole Crea- 
3 el. i. 1320. b Hobr. i. 2, 3. 
F 2 don, 
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tion, and in particular of the Creature Man, 


whoſe Nature he aſſumed (otherwiſe he could 


not have ſhed Blood) and became our Bro- 
ther. In this Nature he redeemed, and ob- 
tained Remiſſion of our Sins, by ſhedding his 
Blood for us; and is the Head of the Body 
the Church; and by riſing from the Dead, 
became the Firſt Fruits and Principle of the 
univerſal Reſurrection of Mankind, In all theſe 
ſeveral Relations to us he ſtands, and all theſe 
Things (expreſſed and implied) he did for us, 
becauſe it pleaſed the Father, that in him ſboull 
all Pulneſs dwell. And (having made Peace 
through the Blood of his Croſs) by him to reconci!: 
all Things to himſelf, whether they be Things in 
Earth, or Things in Heaven. It pleaſed God 
that in the Man Chriſt ſhould all Fulneſs, 7: 
Fulneſi of the Godhead (as the Apoſtle expreſſe 


it in the next Chapter) dwell bodily. Fot 


the perſonal Union of Chriſt's divine with his 
human Nature, is properly its inhabiting 


him, as our Soul inhabits in our Body; and 


therefore the ſame Apoſtle, in his Epiſtle v 
the Corinthians, ſtyles our Body the Taberns- 
ele b of the Soul. It was God's Pleaſure, that 
Cbriſt's two Natures ſhould be one Perlon, 
and that in him and by him ſhould be all hi 


gracious Purpoſes and Benevolence, and hi 


a Verſe gs Cor. v. 1, 4. 


' Portrait? 


en ded Mei 
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ortrait reſpecting Man, completed. That he 


Who created, and preſerved, and ſuſtains us, 
ns likewiſe redeem us; and, when we 


ad forfeited his Preſence and incurred his 
Piſp leaſure, reconcile us to himſelf again, 

d reſtore us from eternal Death to eternal 
Life. Nor is there any poſſible good Thing 
$'hich he has not done, or will not do for us, 
F we will only take Care to diſcharge the 
meet and neceſſary happy Condition of being 
thus completely bleſſed by him. In order to 
Which End he has obtained for us, and fur- 
Diſhes us with all poſſible Motives and Aſſiſt- 


ances; even that moſt perfect Guide and Help, 


his own ſpotleſs and perfect Example which 
he ſet us in the Fleſh. | 

bh let not this, and all the Ends of his In- 
carnation be loſt upon us! Let us make a 
right and complete Uſe of the Pattern which 


She left behind him. This Glaſs of the Hi-© 


Iſtory of his Life, his Actions, and Sufferings 


which the Evange!/i/ts have tranſmitted to us, 


let us daily look into and contemplate ; let us 
delight our Eyes with the Beauties and Virtues 

it exhibits; let us ſtudy the Charms it con- 
tains, and grow enamoured, and dreſs and adorn 
ourſelves with them; let us by degrees change 
and faſhion ourſelves by this complete Model, 
into the fame Image, from Glory to Glory, 
9 1 from 
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from one Degree of Virtue and Perfection, to 
another, till we come behind in no perfect 
Gift, and are wanting in no Grace, but at laſt 
arrive at the Meaſure of the Stature of the Ful. 
1725 of Chriſt *, 

God grant we all may! In purſuing our De- 
ſign, we have fallen on the Scheme of our Re- 
demption, comprehending the Univerſe; Earth, 
and Heaven ; Time, and Eternity; God, and 
Creatures; God who redeemed ; (the Father, 
the original Aathor of this new Creation and 
Regeneration; the Son who effected it; and 
the Holy Ghoſt, who, in virtue of what the 
Son did for us, agreeably to the Father's and 
his own Will, is fent by both to ſanctify us, 
and intercedes for us;) and Man who is re- 
deemed ; the Means by which he is ; and how 
glorjouſly, and happily.— 
—Let us take a Stand here; and not negli- 
gently paſs by this Proſpect. What a View is 
preſented to us! Is it not finiſhed? What can 
poſſibly be added to it? We cannot conceive | 
that any thing can. Nay, we are conſcious, 
and feel that it is completely perfect and full. 
This Reflection of the Divinity (which is al! 
that our Nature can at preſent bear; for who 


can behold God, in all his Splendor, Face to 


Pace, and live?) raiſes and enlarges all our 
6 Epbe ſ. i IV. 13. 4 | 
Faculties 


2 God. Man. 47 


Faculties and Capacities to their higheſt Pitch, 
And atmoſt Extent, moves and gives com- 
Plete Vigour to every Affection and Paſſion 
within us, and perfectly fills and gratifies all 
| bf them. 
Here ſurely it is good for us to be! Here 
pow delightful is it to dwell! Glorious Scene 
If Nature and Poſſibility admit of any ſuch! 
It the Sight of which all the Pomps and Va- 
Ditics of this World confeſs themſelves, and 
Shrink into nothing, and Contempt; and in 
tompariſon of Chriſt, all that this World can 
pffer to ſeduce us from him, from cleaving 
Ind living to him, is moſt deſpicable, And 
Irhy then will any Men, profeſſing and be- 
Peving themſelves to be Chriſtians, be ſuch 
Enemies to their Lord and Saviour (to ſpeak 
properly, I ſhould fay, ſuch Enemies to them- 

lves) as to have a Biaſs, and labour to rob our 
Lord and Saviour of his Divinity? For his 
Divinity is the Conſummation of this awful 
Creation, and Ectype of the Deity, It is the 
Soul that animates and gives their full Effects 
po all its Tendencies in our Nature and Con- 
titution. How does the Suppoſition of his 
Hot being God impair the divine Splendor and 
Slories of it? I have already animadverted, 
dow ſuch a Suppoſition weakens our Gratitude 
gd Love, and affects all Godlineſs and all 
; | the 
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the Virtues, which depend on divine Love, an 
riſe or fall together with, and in proportion 
to it. 


Application of the Doctrine explained and 
ptoved under the preceding Heads, to a com. 
plete Reſcue of the only Paſſage in the New 


And I will binde this Diſcourſe with an 


Teſtament which may ſeem to bear hard on 


our Saviour's Divinity, that has not already 
clearly been obviated, and forced from then, 


from the Violence which theſe its Oppugner 
do to this Text, in order to ſtrip him of hi 
Godhead, as by its Authority; and ſo to make 
the inſpired Writer guilty of falſe Reaſoning 
from his Incarnation ; which, if he be not God, 


and their Interpretation of this Text be true, 


does not yield that Leſſon and Pattern of Hu- 


mility (that Condition and Principle of all 
other Graces and Goodneſs, for God reitet 
the Proud, and giveth Grace to the Humbl:) 
which he raiſes from it, 


The Paſſage which I mean is in the Begin- 
ning of the ſecond Chapter of St. Paul's Epiſtle © 


to the Philippians, which the Arians ( 


much boaſt of, as deciſive in their Favour, 
So unhappy are they in this their moſt notabl: 
Attempt in their abominable War againſt 
Heaven, and the Son of God, and God. Fer 
this Text is ſo far from ſerving their Cauſe, 
that = 
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that it contains ſome other Demonſtrations of 
Ir Saviour's Divinity; beſide its being im- 
pertinent to the Apoſtle's Deſign with which 
introduces it, except on Suppoſition that 
Priſt is God: And if we retain in our Minds 
e true Doctrine of Chriſt's Perſon, we ſhall 
adily diſcern there is not the leaſt Glimpſe 
Appearance of Arianiſm in any Part of it. 
1 do not ſay that this Text directly and 
Epreſly affirms, that Chriſt is equal with God; 
Hough our Tranſlation has theſe Words in it. 


Not but that the Original, in Grammar, and the 


Preek Phraſeology, will bear this Verſion ; but 
t may be queſtioned whether it ſtands ſo well 
Frith the Writer's Argument and the Context. 
However this be, if Chriſt be God, therefore, 
being the ſecond, and a different Perſon in the 
Divinity from the Father, who is the Head 


and Origin of the other two, he is, in ſtrict 
Propriety of Speech, equal with God. Now 
between God, and Creatures there is no Me- 
dium, but whatever is not the one, muſt be 


the other. And therefore if our Saviour (biz. 


Win his firſt and original Nature) exiſted before 


he was a Creature, he is the true and eternal 


God. And if God alone be the Lord of all 
his Creatures, and all Creatures are by Natuie 
T Servants; then our Saviour certainly exiſted 
; before he was a Creature; becauſe it is ſaid in 


G the 
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the Paſſage before us, that he fob upon hin 
(and conſequently had not before, and Origi- 
nally) the Form of a Servant, ' 

He is expreſly ſaid to be in the Form of 


God, before he became a Servant and Creature 


by aſſuming human Nature; which certainly 


either directly ſignifies, or at leaſt neceſſaril) 


ſuppoſes and implies that he is God; becauſe 


no Man in his Senſes will deny that the par- 


allel Expreſſions, in the fame Sentence, of the 


Form of a. Servant, and the Likeneſs of” Mer, ; 


either directly aſſert, or neceffarily ſuppoſe 

and imply his being a Creature and Man. 
But as clear, and certain a Demonſtration, 

as any other, of our Saviour's being God, 


from this Paſſage, is the Purport of it, and | 


the Uſe to which the Holy Spirit puts his In- 
carnation, in it. Men being all of the ſame 


Nature and equal, therefore thoſe Men that 
are in the fame, or equal Ranks and Condi- 
tions of Life, have an equal Right to the ſame 
Honours, Privileges, and Diſtinctions in the 


general. Nevertheleſs it is neceffary Humility 7 
fer all to be willing and diſpoſed to wave this 


Privilege, and actually to cede from this their 
otherwiſe natural and inherent Right, in ſuch 3 


Circumſtances (which often occur) as make it 
expedient for them to prefer others, in no 


Reſpect their real Superiors, to themſelves, for 


the 


Chriſt God-Man. FI 

| Peace ſake, and Welfare of Society, and 
Mankind. Now if our Saviour was indeed 

che Divine Nature, and nevertheleſs willing- 
forewent his divine Prerogative, emptied 
mſelf of his native Privileges, Diſtinctions, 
lendor, and Honours, veiling them in the 
umed Nature of a Creature, and a humble 
Ind ſuffering Man for our Sakes ; every Body 
Nearly ſees what an excellent Pattern and 
eſſon this is of the mentioned Duty. But if 

> was: not God, but a Creature ever ſo like, 


Ind as like as it is poſſible for a Creature to 


pe, to God; for him to entertain a Thought 
of being equal to his Creator and Lord, had 
deen moſt abominable Rebellion, Prophane- 
Pes, Blaſphemy, and Ingratitude; and this 
o much the greater by how much the more 
be was indebted to him; and therefore his 


3 ; ot affecting Equality with him, could be no 


nſtance of Humility, or Example of it for the 
Imitation of others. Yet thus the inſpired 
Writer urges Chriſtians to be ready to con- 
eſcend below their Equals (for the Philippians, 
to whom this Exhortation was immediately 
gaddreſſed, could not every one be vaſtly in- 


ferior to all the reſt) or even Inferiors: Let 
bis Mind, faith he, be in you, which was 


22/2 in Chriſt Feſus; who, being in the Form 
f ; G 2 of 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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of God vx, apruyum v ˙ο e (which, both 


point of Grammar, and conformably to th: 
Genius of the Greek Language, and alſo con. 
ſiſtently with the Context, may be rendered 
did not eſteem it as a Prey, or Booty; that is 
as a Thing not to be parted with, or given up 


at any Rate, or on any Account: but let ou 


Adverſaries tranſlate it their own Way, and 
as if the Subſtantive had not been derived from 
the'firſt Perſon ſingular of the Præter Paſlive 
but from the ſecond, and been agraZw, or d 
if it had been gray, they mal very 


well might, non rapuit, did not eagerly co- 


* To ſettle the true rendering of theſe Words, we ſhould, I 
I think, conſider this Expreſſion @#AAnavs yyupere vat 


ola, in the preceding Verſes, which ſet forth the Dutj 


recommended to us from Chriſt's Example. Muſt yyxuny = 


vTeetxorlas be rendered efteeming others better; or, prefer. 


ring? If the former be the true Tranſlation, no doubt 


theſe Words ſpoken of Chri/t, a a#eraypoy 1y1calo muſt 2 


be conſtrued, he did not eſteem it Robbery, or (which 
comes exactly to the ſame) a Thing ſtolen or uſurped ; o RR 


elſe, did not eſteem it a Prey or Booty not to be parte! 
with, &c. But if the true "Tranſlation of 'yyvpevo: vn 4 
oil ac be Preferring, nyncalo aer7&y we muſt be rendered 
non rapuit. If our Engliſh Tranſlation ſtands, the Senſe (to 
be conſiſtent with the Context) is, that Chriſt, though his ⁵ 


unerring Wiſdom and infallible Conſciouſneſs could not 


but know he was equal with God, yet he emptied himſelf 2 
of his Divinity: And therefore we ought to be very read) 


to ęſteem others better than ourſelves, c. 
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4 get and ſnatch, to wit, when the Time was 


a 


gome, in which the divine Mercy was pleaſed 


% ſave Mankind by his Incarnation) #o be 
ua with God, but made himſelf of no Re- 
* $utation, cxevars, emptied himſelf of his divine 
Splendor and Worſhip, and too on him the 
Form of a Servant, and was made in the 
Ti teneſi of Men: And being found in faſhion 
&s a Man, he bumbled himſelf and became obe- 
Wient unto Death, even the Death of the Croſs *, 
Thus did the Son of God, and God become 
Creature, the Subject and Servant of God, 
nder a moral Obligation to Obedience to his 
Will, and faithfully and univerſally to perform 
"St. For though Chri/t, as God, laid down his 
Life, and no Being, or Perſon, had Power or 
Right to take it, or to require it of him as a 

Sovereign, or Lord, of his Subject and Servant; 
et as Man he ovght to obey his Father's Will 
and Command, and did obey even to the Death 
of the Croſs, And being both God and Man 
Ihe has both the Merit of his divine Nature's 
undertaking and ſubmitting to all this for the 
Fake of the End obtained by it; and is re- 
warded for it (for Chri/'s human Nature is 
properly capable of Reward, and receiving an 
Acceſſion of Happineſs from be ing joined to 
the divine Nature, and partaking of divine 
43 * Philip, it. 5—8. 
Honours 
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of it) as the Apoſtle proceeds to inform us. 
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Honours, both thoſe which the Word original. | 3 


ly had, and that new Worſhip or Extolling, 3 
not real Exaltation, which is the 1 


A pereſore, ſaith he, God alſo bath highly ex- 
alted him, and given him a Name which i: © 
above every Name, that at the Name of oe. 
Jus (Chriſt, our Mediator and God-Man) every 
Knee ſhould bow, of Things in Heaven, and 
Things in Earth, and Things under the Earth, 
and that every Tongue ſhould confeſs that Je. 
ſus Chriſt is Lord *, (he adds) to the Glory of the | 
Father. From whence the Arians would draw 
this Inference, that Chriſt is not God; when 
it is evident to Reaſon, and a neceſſary Con- 
ſequence of the Divinity of our Saviour, and 
the Relation he ſtands in, as God, to his Father, 3 Z 
who is the Origin and Fountain of both the 
other Perſons, of their divine Nature, their 
Attributes, and all their Actions, That whatever 
the Son and Chrift does, and whatever Ho- 
nours and Worſhip he receives, are to the Glo- 

ry of the Father. | 
We have before us a wonderful Example 
of Condeſcenſion and Humility in Chri/t's In- 
carnation, and of its Reward in his Exaltation, 
Let us all learn of him, and be lowly and hum- 
ble as he was, and in due Time, if we faint Þ 
* Verſes 9, 10, Ie : 
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5 Chriſi God. Man. = 
4 E. we ſhall, after his Example, alſo be 
Falted and glorified together with him. 
Eminent Condeſcenſion and Humility is in- 
Need a noble and divine Virtue and Accompliſh- 
; Went And if Chr:ift, who is the Pattern and 
Model of, or rather is all Perfection and Vir- 
ue itſelf, deſcended from the Boſom of his 
Father, and became one of us here upon Earth 
For our Sakes, and took on him our Natures, 
In order to bear our Infirmities, and be our 
Phyſician, and fave our Souls and Bodies; 
Perhaps the moſt perfect and excellent (actual) 
Imitation of his Condeſcenſion and Incarna- 
ion, which the ordinary and common Courſe 
f Things admits of, is that of thoſe who ſtoop 
From their high Rank and Condition in this 
Wife, and caſting its Privileges and Exemp- | 
Wions behind them, condeſcend to employ 
Whe great Talents and Improvements God | 
Was intruſted to them, in the like good 
Wiles ; eſpecially in the Relief of the Souls, 
r Bodies of their and Chriſt's poor Bre- 
hren, of whom he every where throughout 
bis Goſpel declares himſelf the ſpecial Patron; 
pay he declares, that he will even accept per- 
Jonal Kindneſſes done to them, as if they were 
one to himſelf . 
att. xxv. 45. 
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56 Chrift God-Mayn. 
. In, proportion as all are humble, and imi- 


tae Chriſi's Example to the beſt of their 
Power, they will be diſtinguiſhed, and reign 


in Glory with him, And therefore may they 


(for this therefore is a Prayer which we may 
offer with Faith) in God's due Time be fo 
rewarded and exalted, God, we beſeech thee, 
through Jeſus Cbriſt our Lord! 
To whom (Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt) 
be aſcribed, as is moſt due, all Honour, Glory, 
and Praiſe, now and ever. Amen. 
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